
SAC Meeting Minutes  -  February 9, 2021  -   In person meeting   -   SPHS Media Center   
 
SAC Members Present 
Tracie Casserly 
Niti Chhabra 
Donna Cooper 
Alyce Culpepper 
Christine Henschel 
Nereida Miller 
John Montefusco 
Marsha Samuels 
Daniel Swirsky 
Jodi Swirsky 
Alicia Vilarchao 
Emily Vilarchao 
 
SAC Guests Present: 
Kim Van Sant 
 
Ms. Casserly called the SAC meeting to order at 3:15 pm.   The January SAC meeting minutes 
were disseminated and approved.   
 
Ms. Casserly gave an update on the balance in the SAC Accountability Fund. The current 
balance is $39,618.33.   
 
Ms. Henschel requested additional SAC Accountability funds for the 2nd semester for ACT and 
SAT tutoring by Mr. Acierno for reading/grammar/writing.  Mr. Acierno will be tutoring for 32 
days during the 2nd semester, 1.5 hours per day = a total of 48 hours of ACT/SAT tutoring.  48 
hours X $30 per hour = $1,440.00.  Dr. Culpepper moved that we vote on this request for SAC 
funding.  Ms. Vilarchao seconded the motion.  An oral vote was taken.  All SAC members 
present voted “yes”, It was unanimous. 
 
Ms. Henschel also requested SAC Accountability funds to pay for a site license for 75 juniors and 
seniors to use the program Edmentum to recover credits from failing a core course in the first 
semester.  The request is for 75 site licenses for Edmentum at a cost of $50 per site license = a 
total of $3750.00.  Ms. Cooper moved that we vote on this request for SAC funding.  Ms. Miller 
seconded the motion.  An oral vote was taken.  All SAC members present voted “yes”, It was 
unanimous. 
 
Ms. Casserly shared the process for renewing our continuation waiver for 7  Professional Study 
Days (PSD days).  Ms. Samuels presented data to SAC to evaluate the effectiveness of our PSD 
days.  SAC agreed that the PSD days were effective and agreed that the faculty should vote on 
continuing the waiver for 7 PSD days in the 2021/2022 school year.  The faculty vote will be 



announced soon.  Faculty will vote “yes” or “no” to continue having 7 PSD days in the 
2021/2022 school year.  There must be 2/3 “yes” votes for it to pass.  
 
Ms. Henschel gave an update on the SMART bond funds.  The restrooms on the patio and the 
cafeteria will be refreshed very soon, hopefully over Spring Break.  Unfortunately, the Media 
Center remodel is now on hold as the restrooms in the main mall must be converted to meet 
ADA regulations and the funding for this is being taken out of the budget for the Media Center 
remodel.   The air conditioning system repair is in district procurement for bids. 
 
Ms. Casserly gave an update on the School Improvement Plan.   
 
Ms. Henschel shared that the FSA tests, as of right now, are going to be in person.  The testing 
window may be extended. 
 
There were two nominations for the SAC Employee of the Month:   
 
Nominated by Mr. Marino:   Jackie Gray 
In the past few months Ms. Gray has taken on many extra jobs and done so in stride. On a daily 
basis she is tasked with making sure records are accurate, looking at student data, and taking 
care of all the grade changes from the Saturday Recovery Sessions. On top of that, there are 
always surprise situations that come up weekly that require her attention.  
Besides all her hard work, she always makes sure to have a full bowl of candy for teachers and 
staff to treat themselves. 
 
Nominated by Dr. Culpepper:   Marsha Samuels 
I would like to nominate Marsha Samuels for the staffer of the Month. Her commentary in "The 
Paladin" speaks for her commitment to all the students at South and she continues to share 
kudos to other teachers. (See below.) She has been a long-time faculty member, 
has taught science any science class when a teacher was needed but specializes in Biology. In 
this Pandemic time, science and hands on-courses have taken a hit because the students are 
reliant on the computer to learn and miss the opportunity to see science "up close and 
personal." So many of the online textbooks with fancy graphics and videos are unavailable to 
students who do not have high-end computers or fast, reliable Internet in their homes to 
download them. Not only do we need to "highlight STEM" but also highlight Marsh Samuels as 
the SPHS Staffer of the Month. 
 
SAC voted to name Ms. Samuels as the January SAC Employee of the month and Ms. Gray as 
the February SAC Employee of the month.   
 
The SAC meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm.   
 
The SAF meeting began immediately after the SAC meeting.  Ms. Swirsky shared updates from 
the District Advisory and the Central Advisory meetings.   
 



The SAF meeting was adjourned at 4:10 pm.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


